
 

      

EYFS 
adult, change, a long time ago, baby, child, different, grown, history, historian, new, now, old, past, present, teenager, then, toddler, order, photograph, 
painting, portrait, similar, achievement, courageous, king, trophy, power, queen, royalty, rule, rigging.  

 
Disciplinary Knowledge Substantive Knowledge 

 Historical Enquiry Vocabulary Chronological Awareness Vocabulary Substantive Concepts Vocabulary 

Year 1 ask 
investigate 
explain 
question 
artefacts 
object 
sort 
group 
compare/ comparison 
interview 
 

photograph 
similar/similarity 
different/ difference 
change 
same 
event 
remember 
memory 
celebration 
special 

morning 
afternoon 
evening 
order 
now 
present 
past 
recent 
timeline 
lifetime 
future 
date 
before 
 

today 
tomorrow 
last 
week/month/year/day 
memory 
within living memory 
beyond living memory 
old 
new 
sequence 
modern 
after 
long ago 

A Quest Around the 
World 
 
explorer 
achievement 
discovery 
 
 

Castles 
 
attack 
defend 
conquer 
invade 
battle 

Year 2 sources 
primary source 
evidence 
contrast 
historic 
historically significant 
eye witness account 
eye witness 

 decade 
 
 

 A Long Time Ago.. 
 
inventor 
monarch 
power 
ruler 
absolute monarchy 
constitutional monarchy 
government 
head of state 
crowning 

This document shows when new historical vocabulary must be introduced. To build on children’s previous learning, you will also need to use relevant vocabulary that has 

already been taught in previous years. For more theme specific vocabulary visit the relevant unit on Kapow or refer to Knowledge Organisers.  



 

      

Year 3 secondary source 
remains 
certainty 
possibility 
confirm 
prove 
informed guess 
archaeological evidence 
 

reconstruction 
informed guess 
continuity 
historical significance 
criteria 
interpretation 
inference 
observation 
deduction 
legacy 

AD- Anno Domini 
BC- Before Christ 
period 
prehistory 
prehistoric 
Palaeolithic 
Mesolithic 
Neolithic 
Stone Age 

Bronze Age 
Iron Age 
duration 
 

Meet the Ancestors 
 
settlement 
Chief 
trade (a job requiring 
manual skills) 
import 
export 
trade (buying/selling 
goods and services).  
exchange  
goods 

Remarkable Romans 
 
enslaved 
settlers 
state  
legal system  
 
 

Year 4 observation 
inference 
deduction 
life expectancy 
significant 
propaganda 
evaluate 
rank 
bias 
one-sided 
balanced 
 

viewpoint 
perspective 
cause 
consequence 
events 
impact 
conclusion 
enquiry 
supporting evidence 
credibility 

Anglo-Saxons (410 -
1066) 
Vikings (800 to 1066) 
 
Old Kingdom 
Middle Kingdom 
New Kingdom 
Late period 
Ptolemaic period 
chronology 

 Invasion 
 
invasion 
Empire 
claimants 
Kingdom 
Christianity 
missionaries 
Pope 
peasants 
trade  
engineer 
raider 
paganism 
sacred 

Egyptians 
 
civilisation 
creation 
Pharoah 
 

Year 5 census 
reliable 
audience 
purpose 
accuracy 
creator 
representation 
council chamber records 
official record 

interpretation 
will 
value 
transcribe 
prediction 
justify 
opinion 
historical investigation 
link 

Minoan Civilisation 
Mycenaean Period - The 
period Dark Ages 
Archaic Period 
Classical Golden Period 
Hellenistic Period 

 Masterchef 
 
democracy 
oligarchy 
landlocked 
assembly 
direct democracy 
representative 
democracy 

Wish you Were Here 
 
abandon 
decline 



 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 philosophy 
formula 
ethics 
logic 
legacy 

Year 6 reliability 
criteria 
significance 
inventory 

 Tudor period (1485-
1603) 
 

 Tudors 
 
tyrant 
execute 
heir  
nobles 
procession 
trading laws 
court 
noblemen 
merchant 
free 
enslaved 

Lest We Forget 
 
appeasement 
reparations 
allies 
disarm 
debt 
unrest 
prosperity 
sorties 
evacuation 



 

      

  

 


